
Concept Note 

Proposed online Special Journal Issue; Youth and Water Security in Africa 

Water Security for ensuring People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace, and Partnerships  

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) represents the commitment of the international community to achieving Sustainable 

Development. The 2030 Agenda seeks to benefit all people and commits to, ‘leave no one 

behind’. One way to contribute to and measure progress towards the SDGs is by focusing on 

the “5 Ps” that show the interconnection between the goals; People, Planet, Prosperity, 

Peace, and Partnerships. This approach considers the social, economic, and environmental 

implications of the agenda while taking into consideration the relevant partnerships and means 

of implementation for development action1. It also requires holistic and transformative efforts 

towards a shared and owned agenda. Youth are major beneficiaries, partners and actors for 

the implementation of the SDGs. SDG  6 ‘ensure access to water and sanitation for all’ is a 

strategic goal, especially for the African continent because of its connection to other goals and 

the dependency of many industries on water. Therefore, Water security and youth engagement 

are fundamental for the achievement of the SDGs and the Africa we want.  

‘Agenda 2063: The Africa We Want’, is a blueprint for transforming Africa’s future. It also 

identifies programmes that will contribute to economic growth and development of the 

continent. Water Security is one of Priority Areas for the First Ten Years of Agenda 2063 and 

youth is a part of its aspiration for, ‘An Africa Whose Development is people driven, relying on 

the potential offered by African People Engaged’. Youth engagement and water security are 

important features of the SDGs and agenda 2063. There are 1.8 billion young people aged 

between 10 and 24, which is the largest youth population ever2. They make up almost a 

quarter of the world’s total population and ninety percent of them live in developing countries3. 

Africa has the youngest population in the world and ‘ten of the world’s youngest countries’4. 

Therefore, it is important to continue to invest in and build the capacity of a future generation 

of leaders that will ensure the sustainability of Africa’s water sector. The UNESCO’s 

Operational Strategy on Youth 2014-2021,  reemphasizes the need to build the capacity of 

youth through mechanisms such as trainings, facilitating youth in policy processes and actions 

as agents of change.  

UNESCO is devoted to engaging with youth as leaders, knowledge-holders and innovators in 

the Water Sector. One of the main ways of doing so is by encouraging youth to become more 

involved in research, development, innovation, enterprise and partnerships that address water 

security issues in Africa. Within the context of the Africa Water Week, UNESCO is in touch 

with several international journals about publishing the printed and online versions of a special 

issue that will focus on the importance of Water Security and youth engagement in Africa. 

Once extended abstracts are received from interested researchers, UNESCO shall negotiate 

with the publishers and inform all selected authors of the required research paper format and 

other details.  The main objectives of this activity includes to; improve the visibility of the 

scientific contribution of youth that address water related challenges in Africa, contribute to the 

advance of and address knowledge gaps on water security issues in Africa with a focus on the 
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experience of youth and young professionals, encourage the use of knowledge generated by 

youth to improve policy processes and governance in the water sector and to inspire youth to 

become more involved in the co-production and application of knowledge. 

The proposed special issue will focus on scientific articles on the overall theme of Youth and 

Water Security in Africa, be authored and/or co-authored by youth and young researchers 

and/or address the sub themes of the call with a focus on the experience of youth and young 

professionals. Some of the sub-themes of the call for the proposed special issue include; 

Water-related Disasters and Hydrological Changes; Groundwater in a Changing Environment; 

Addressing Water Scarcity and Quality; Water and Human Settlements of the Future; 

Ecohydrology, Engineering Harmony for a Sustainable World and Water Education, Key to 

Water Security.  The United Nations defines youth as persons aged 15 to 24 years and 

UNESCO also engages with young water professionals and researchers between the ages of 

25-35 in its activities. Researchers from both age groups will be encouraged to submit articles 

and explore gender issues where possible. Young researchers and youths are also 

encouraged to partner with experts to prepare extended abstracts to facilitate intergenerational 

cooperation. UNESCO will work closely with interested publishing companies and partners to 

support the peer review and publication process where possible. The organization will also 

support the mobilization of youth groups and UNESCO’s networks to submit extended 

abstracts and/ or participate in the peer review process, if possible. Youth selected to 

participate in the review process will preferably be research students with at least a master’s 

degree, some research experience and possible involvement in a youth network.  After issuing 

a call for extended abstracts, UNESCO and partners will organize an online writers and 

networking workshop with the authors of selected extended abstracts. The workshop aims 

to strengthen the basic journal/scientific writing skills of youth and introduce them to experts 

with whom they may wish to co-author articles. UNESCO will also publish an online booklet of 

the selected extended abstracts. 

Considering the status of the current global pandemic, it is proposed that the review and 

selection process be conducted online as much as possible. The proposed timeframe for this 

activity is one year. The proposed budget of this activity is USD$15,000. Possible partners 

of this special issue include; the Chinese Academy of Sciences, African Academy of 

Sciences, International Science Council Regional Office for Africa (ISC ROA) and youth 

groups and networks. 

 


